Caritas Sisters of Jesus

eReflection on Laudato Si’ 7 Goals

Laudato Si’ Goals and Our Congregational Charism

Pope Francis has called for our response, expressing the seriousness of the suffering experienced by
the planet and the poor in the words of a cry. This cry impels (2 Cor 5:14) the Caritas Sisters of Jesus to
become more faithful to their spiritual and charismatic identity in response to today’s ecological and
social crisis.

The God of Israel responded with salvation to the tse'agah and ze'agah (esp. Exodus 3:1-12), which are
the anguished cry and plea of the oppressed. We have received Caritas as our name, the love of God
who acts for salvation. Therefore, we will respond to the cry of all creation in the continuity of the
mission we have been carrying out concretely in response to urgent moments and diverse situations
(C. 18). The deep compassion and merciful love of Jesus, who immediately recognized the plight of the
vulnerable, will invigorate our responses (C. 14).

Toward a Vision of [ntegrated Ecology

Even when the ecological situation was not recognized as a crisis as it is now, the value of caring for
and preserving nature was combined with the value of poverty in our religious communities. As a result,
we were willing to put up with the inconveniences that such values demanded. The lifestyle of
accepting such inconveniences went against the trend of society as it moved in an unsustainable
direction, but while living in the era of the technocratic paradigm, we naturally accepted efficiency and
convenience as criteria for our choices.

By listening to the cries of the earth, the cries of those who are forced into vulnerable circumstances
along with the suffering of the earth, we are acutely aware that everything is closely interrelated, and
today’s problems call for a vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the global crisis (LS 137).
Education or learning opportunities involving all members at the provincial and vice-provincial levels
have provided opportunities to understand the complex crises of our time. This has confirmed the
willingness of many members to live in a way that is in conformity with the vision of an integrated
ecology, and they have begun to put it into practice in small ways.

There is a continuing need for education, especially concerning the goals of economic ecology. In
solidarity and sharing with the poor, so far we have focused on thrift in spending money. However, in
today's economic structure the experience often is that thrifty consumption and ethical choices in
purchasing do not always coincide. This calls for education and sharing of materials on economic
ecology, and efforts for moderation and courageous choices in consumption. The article on The
Characteristics of Poverty in Our Congregation in the 2017 revised Constitutions, notes the need to
share in the common commitment of the Church for social justice, peace, and protection of creation
(C. 56). It is necessary to create a culture and to have systems in case of need at the level of the
Congregation so that the practice of poverty is not confined to thrift in spending money, but leads to
ethical choices in consumption and investment.
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