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Missioned in Sierra Leone
BUMBUNA AND MAKENI COMMUNITIES
We as School Sisters of Notre Dame are a group of Apostolic Women Religious founded in Bavaria, Germany in the year 1833, 24th October by a great woman called Blessed Mother Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger to continue in Jesus’ mission of LOVE.
In carrying out God’s mission, we have a Constitution that guides and binds us in responding to world needs while in mission. This Constitution is called the YOU ARE SENT and it resonates so well with the Laudato Si’ document such that in reading it, one could think Laudato Si’ was written out from it or vice-versa. All we are saying is that, our Constitution fits so well with the Laudato Si’ call and goals. We as School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSNDs) have been living out these mandates and will continue to commit ourselves to  making conscious effort in living out the call of Laudato Si’ in our day to day living.
As mentioned above, we share as follows just some connections that we see between our SSND constitution You Are Sent and the LaudatoSi’ Goals.
Goal 1: Response to the Cry of the Earth. 
Our constitution statement with regards the above goal: “Because the earth and its resources are God’s gift to all humanity, we are reverent, just and sparing in our use of created things, concerned for the needs of present and future generations.” (YAS GD 19)
Goal 2: Response to the Cry of the Poor.
From our constitution: “Our living of gospel poverty as School Sisters of Notre Dame urges us to serve the poor. Making the concerns of the poor our own, we become painfully aware of the many who suffer privations stemming from the sinfulness of our world. In accord with the church teachings and directives, we work actively, especially in our local situations, to eliminate the root causes of injustice in order to realize a world of peace, justice, and love.”(YAS C17)
Goal 3: Ecological Economics.
From our constitution: “To confront injustice credibly requires that we ourselves act justly. We strive to live simply, to value human labor rightly, and to respect the dignity of every person. Witnessing that living these values is a possibility of humanity.”(YAS C17)
Goal 4: Adoption of Simple Lifestyles.
From our constitution: “Our personal and communal life flows from, expresses, and deepens. Our commitment to Christ: we live simply. We reflect this simplicity especially in our convent homes, food, clothing, purchases, travel, and recreation.”(YAS GD 20)
Goal 5: Ecological Education.
From our constitution: “Like Mother Theresa, we educate with the conviction that the world can be changed through the transformation of persons. Thus, our ministry demands a Christian vision of what the human person is called to be and what the world is destined to become.” (YAS C 22)
Goal 6: Ecological Spirituality.
From our constitution: “We are enabled to grow in communion with God and with one another and in acceptance of responsibility for the earth and its people.” (YAS C 25)
Goal 7: Community Engagement and Participatory Actions.
From our constitution: “In accord with church teaching and directives, we work actively, especially in our local situations, to eliminate the root causes of injustice in order to realize a world of peace, justice, and love.” (YAS C 17)
As SSNDs, our mission is to proclaim the Good News, directing our entire lives towards that oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent. As He was sent to show the father’s love to the world, we are equally sent to make Christ visible by our very being, by sharing our Love, Faith and Hope. (YASC4)
 Our charism which focuses on Education means enabling persons to reach the fullness of their potentials as individuals created in God’s image and assisting them to direct their gifts towards building the earth. Like our foundress Blessed Mother Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, we educate with the conviction that the world can be changed through the transformation of persons. Thus, our ministry demands a Christian vision of what the human person is called to be and what the world is destined to become. (YAS C 22) 
We are all called and sent to be the change we wish to see, to live with the consciousness that we are interconnected with all of humanity. Above all, to act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with our God. (Micah6)
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