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Description automatically generated]Reflection 		Laudato Si and the Faithful Companions of Jesus 
The Society of the Faithful Companions of Jesus was founded in 1820 in France by Marie Madeleine d’Houët.  She had spent much of her childhood years in the French countryside where she experienced the bounty of the earth, and her life was marked by the cycle of planting, growth and harvest. Before she died in 1858, Marie Madeleine had established twenty community locations and schools in various countries in Europe, and having an adequate garden or park was always a priority. As the gardens matured, plants were shared and there are numerous references to the transportation of seeds, cuttings and plants between houses. Her many letters as Superior General teem with advice about gardens, plants and the healing power of nature, and so we believe that ‘Care of our Common Home’ was a part of our Society from the beginning. 
Our General Chapters over the years have taken us deeper into our understanding and awareness of the importance of our contribution to care for our common home and the inherent implications for mission.
1993 General Chapter - You are my witnesses … to the ends of the earth
We as Faithful Companions of Jesus, stand challenged by Jesus and by one another:
… to thirst with Jesus for justice
crying ‘enough’ in the face of consumerism,
sharing our resources, 
standing powerless with the marginalised … 
… to respond to the urgent cry to live in reverent, responsible relationship with all of creation. 
Future generations beckon us to bequeath them a living world.
The needy of today cry for justice. 
       
(Extract from General Chapter 1993 document)

1998 General Chapter Decree

[image: ]Centering in Jesus, God present in all of creation, we will seek in our living heritage, our daily experience, the Spiritual Exercises and our Constitutions a sense of the interconnectedness of all creation, embracing the insights that will lead us to a deep transformation of our lives.

[image: ]We will evaluate the way we live and all our ministries, asking how do we contribute directly or indirectly to reducing the gap between rich and poor people?  In the light of this evaluation, we will open our lives to a conversion of attitude and lifestyle.

                 (Extract from General Chapter 1998 document)


2003 General Chapter - Our Mandate for Mission     	 
We commit ourselves corporately and personally to live radically the mission of Jesus.  True to our name, we offer our lives to God as we respond to the urgent groaning of all creation.
We will:
· Insert ourselves more consciously in the world's pain and poverty, risking conversion
· Reverence creation in Christ and act justly
             
(Extract from General Chapter 2003 document)

2008 General Chapter Decree - Look, I have opened a door before you … through this door is our world, inviting us into its beauty and diversity, its suffering and need. 

Beyond the open door our attention is drawn to great gatherings of people, many of them impoverished, trafficked, marginalized, despairing or far from their own country. With them, we cry out for justice … we desire to be the gentle human face of God among them.

We know that the new understandings of God in Creation offer a source of enlightenment and wisdom. In the context of the developing theology of the cosmos, we are invited to read anew the Scriptures, our Constitutions, the Spiritual Exercises and the events in the world around us, so as better ‘to run in the path of Christ our Lord’ who is the heart of our evolving universe, and through whose cross and resurrection the whole of Creation journeys into transformation.
 
We live in a world where gross inequalities exist and many struggle for survival. The authenticity of our FCJ way of life requires that we earnestly and actively honour our commitment to simple living so as to respond to the world’s hunger, contribute in a real way to the sustainability of the planet and free resources for ministry. 		                                                                                                              
           
                 (Extract from General Chapter 2008 document)

As a result of attempting to develop our understanding of the theology of the cosmos a week-long Retreat ‘God Revealed in the Cosmos’ was led in 2010 by one of our sisters. This retreat was conducted in every location around the world where we are situated, and it helped us all to delve deeper into what this new understanding meant for our lives and the implications for our ministry.   So that in our next General Chapter our document stated:

2013 General Chapter Directions			
Our evolving universe, so rich in mystery, beauty, chaos and diversity pulsates with the subtle vibrancy of the Spirit of God – God who longs for intimacy and interconnected relationship.
God’s unifying energy made visible in Christ Jesus, ‘God with us’, ignites hope in our shadowlands, in the gaps and gullies where the lost forsaken and forgotten lie hidden.
Our fragile, fragmented world hungers for compassionate presence. As women of the Church, standing at the foot of contemporary crosses, we are channels of hope, love and mercy in our villages, towns and cities.
                 (Extract from General Chapter 2013 document)
At our most recent General Chapter in 2019 we became even more specific as we saw more clearly how our Society could contribute to the global need to care for our common home.  

2019 General Chapter Calls                       

We are women of the Resurrection, messengers of the Good News, living out this desire in the divided and often suffering reality of our Church, World and God’s entire creation.
Filled with energy and enthusiasm we offer healing, listening, a loving welcome and the hope of reconciliation; we are called to be co-workers with Jesus the Christ, who is transforming the whole of creation.
Compassionate Action ––Widening Our Circle of Love
‘Compassion is the language of God’...an ‘act of justice’. Pope Francis
We continue to widen our circle of love to embrace all people, especially those who experience exclusion, exploitation, and injustice.
In particular, we offer our compassionate action to:
· Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers
· Trafficked persons
· The economically disadvantaged 
· Vulnerable women and children
We will do this by:	
· Becoming aware and raising awareness of the complexity at the root of these issues.
· Collaborating and networking
· Doing what each of us can, where we are
· Continuing to use our financial resources and influence to alleviate the plight of suffering people and to effect change.

		Aware of the gift of the ‘other’, we commit to sustain and enhance life in our common home.
Care for Our Common Home
The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely.
Hence, there is a mystical meaning to be found in a leaf,
in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s face.
The ideal is not only 
to pass from the exterior to the interior
to discover the action of God in the soul, 
but also to discover God in all things.
Saint Bonaventure teaches us that 
‘contemplation deepens 
the more we feel 
the working of God’s grace within our hearts,
and the better we learn to encounter God 
in creatures outside ourselves.’     Laudato Si’ #233
We recognize God’s Spirit in the global movement which is raising the awareness of how we are destroying our Earth.
Concerns around the care of our Common Home are of great urgency and we cannot delay addressing them.  We judge them to be matters of deep justice.
Because our actions flow from a faith perspective, we will continue to deepen our awareness and understanding of creation theology.  Likewise we will deepen our contemplative awareness of the whole cosmos.
We want to help each other to reflect constantly on how our lifestyle decisions, small or large, affect the earth and the poorest peoples of the Earth.
We will make connections with others, especially younger people, who are passionate about ecological issues.  We will join with them in positive action to bring about change.
We are faced not with two separate crises,
one environmental and the other social,
but rather with one complex crisis 
which is both social and environmental. Laudato Si’ #139
     (Extract from General Chapter 2019 document)
The strong feeling that was evident at the General Chapter led to a Recommendation which was stated in our Acts of the General Chapter 2019 - Widening the Circle of Love:
Care of our Common Home: We propose that there be a Society-wide project, applied locally, to address the destruction caused by Climate Change.
The new leadership team elected at the 2019 General Chapter reflected on this recommendation and after the launching of the Laudato Si Action Platform, it seemed that the most appropriate way to move forward was to unite with this global initiative and work together for the care of our common home.    Consequently, after consultation with Area Leaders an invitation letter was sent to all sisters recommending that as a Society we commit ourselves to the Laudato Si Action Platform. 
The letter said: 
Many of us around the Society are already highly involved in answering our Chapter Calls for the Care of our Common Home by raising awareness, adapting our lifestyle and connecting with others.  Networking is happening in our Church – in a way that we haven’t experienced before.  We are connecting and learning from each other, and our Church is at the forefront responding to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.   
The Church has embarked on a wonderful mission, and as women of the Church, this is a joyful opportunity that we can embrace, rather than we ourselves create something else to answer our General Chapter recommendation.  We would like to suggest that for the Society-wide project we join this global initiative - the Laudato Si’ Action Platform - to join with people all over the world in care for our common home. 

Sisters around the world responded positively to this suggestion and at this time the General Superior committed our Society using the Form found on Sowing Hope for the Planet website.  

This year a survey was conducted across the Society to outline what we are already doing, and this provides us with a baseline on which to begin the seven-year journey.  
Each local community has now been asked to focus on Laudato Si Goal 1: ‘Cry of the earth’ for the coming year and to plan actions appropriate to their own situation.
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