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" Flow good God is!”

was the oftrepeaz‘ed p’mwe of
Fulie Billiart, the foundress of the
Sisters of Notre ‘Dame de
Namur and this in a time when
Zunsem'sm and god as law
enforcer was a prwaleni image.
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In her first letter to her ,,/ d T ,'se, (Mere St .705@[}"1)
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“lfou will often be able to tead in this great book of nat
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p JLis a greal joy to respond to the invitation to
LAUDATO SI' it

' geneml Chupter Calls which we have received
ACI Of P‘atform through our [8th geneml Chupter.

“We join with gjope Francis who invites us to join a ’/ year journey as he says, ““Co widen
the reach of his Encydlical, " Laudato Si,” written in 2018,

He speuks of this as a “Kairos moment.

Our Chapter’s closmg message describes the meaning of this Kairos, in beuuﬁful and
inspiring language:

“Now is our moment, Jay, era, tobeﬂlepluce where goddweﬂsin mystery to make
goodness known in the world’.






Our mission focus has been education and respondmg to the cry of the poor
and we realtze the urgency of learmng and teuchmg about the
unpllcatmns of the ?ope s document. “We are the ftrst genemtwn to have
seen and recogmzed the beuuty and fragtltty of our plunet




In the lighi of all this we need to reassess who we are, where we come from
and where we are going.
"“We are not god,u gjope Francis sayjs,
"“lhe earth was here before us and it has been given lo us.”

S

S T}wugh we have made mistakes in the past,
novaadays we must forcefuﬂy reject the notion
that our being created in 9odls image
and being gen dominion over the earth,

justif ies absolute domination over all other creatures
Genesis 2:15




not end up as a mere

bureaucratic tool to get us all

recycling ...............
but requires a whole new

way of looking al/
understanding ourselves, our
planet and the universe.

RESPONSE 10 THE
CRY OF THE EARTH




So loving the wonder and b of it all motivates us to do what we can to simplify our lives. And as our
ng eauty Py

recent chapfa states, "Sow new seeds of pre and um'fy,” as we Jeepen our commitment and act with reverence
for Gods creation.




. g)erhaps we are all called to be “midwives” of new
life; called to assist at the rebirth of wonder, and to
embrace “psychic entrancement with all of god's

Creation.

“We are the ones who wonder like a little f irst
grade child, and ask, ' “How does gocl DO it?’
“But first, we must take off our shoes.”

Elisabeth “Ciernan, SOND




What are we already doing?

SISTERS OF
NOTRE DAME
DFE NAMUR
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Many of us are in the third age of Wisdom and
we continue to pray and believe in the
power of prayer.



We continue to (are for c

different




We continue to (are for our (ommon dijome in many different
ways as best we can.

Switching off u
lights; using en

bulbs; not using

. No running
taps

ting out plastic as
far as possible

Conserving water Recycling as many
things as possible



Working with others in response to the

_ (ty of the Poor

Veronica says, “If you know or
can do something pass it on”

. "ln .
»

‘-
R

&g
b WE




South Africa Peru Zimbabwe

“Our charity must not be limited by the love we have for
one another. Jt must make our hearts as

Wide as the World.”

St Julie f3illiart




God of love, show us our
place in this world, our
common home,
as channels of your love for
all/,the creatures of this earth
for net one of them is
{prgotten in your sight.
" Y




