Reflection
I have a moral responsibility to act because of the climate crisis, and because of my wealth, inheritance, and privilege I have to do much more, much quicker than many others are able to do.  The true costs of the use of fossil fuels are that others are paying with the impact on their lives from climate disasters and their health from industrial pollution.

I've already done much of what I can at a personal living level.  I've electrified my utilities and turned off the gas, I use public transportation, I'm not flying, and I'm living a simple lifestyle.  I don't want others to feel guilty because they have not done these things, or to say that I'm better than others, but knowing what we know about the climate and the urgency of the situation, there has to be a significant change in the way we live.  For me these changes have not been a hardship or a sacrifice, I grew up on a farm in England in the 50's and 60's, so self-sufficiency and frugality are normal for me.

I live in a condo, the first floor of a triple decker in Jamaica Plain in Boston.  These are the things I have already been done
· I had insulation put in the walls (MassSave provides discounts)
· I do passive cooling in the summer (open windows at night to cool the house, close them in the morning and put the blinds down to stop the house from heating up)
· I installed new storm windows on the old sash windows (and used the glass from the old storm windows to build a cold frame for seedlings in the spring) Boston Building Resources has classes on home repair and sells materials.
· I build indoor reusable window screens for the winter months
· I signed up for 100% renewable electricity generation (City of Boston Community Choice Electricity)
· The building electric supply was upgraded from 100Amps to 300Amps and larger 125Amp panels installed for each unit.  We need to upgrade because of problems with the old service.  For electrification you need 40Amp outlets installed for each piece of equipment which take up two slots on the panel.
· I had a Mini Split Heat Pump installed for heating in the winter and cooling in the summer
· I had the gas water heater replaced with an electric water heater with a heat pump for more efficient heating (the pump is noisy when it runs, so I need to do sound insulation in the basement)
· I bought an electric induction stove which is great, instant adjustment to heat and easy to clean.
· I turned off the gas, so that is one bill not to pay which offsets somewhat the extra cost of electricity, but one also has to remember that the real cost of the gas wasn't included in the monthly bill.


Personal changes are not enough, so I am doing what I can in other areas.  I have spoken up at meetings about new buildings in the neighborhood, asking that nothing new should be built with gas utilities, but at the very least the ability to electrify should be built in.  I've done a little bit of activism with organizations like Boston Climate Action Network, Mother's Out Front, and Extinction Rebellion, but my focus is on my parish and trying to do more climate justice work there.

For several years I have been organizing volunteers in my local park to grow fruit, vegetables, and herbs free for anyone to harvest, to create pollinator gardens, and to help with beautifying and maintaining the park (Southwest Corridor Park in Jamaica Plain).  I'd much rather be in the dirt with plants, than working with technology and computers which is what I did for most of my working life

I organize my street with a group list of almost 300 people and put on events like block parties, and street wide yard sales.  Being connected to a neighborhood, knowing people and being involved is important to me.




